ADVENT

{1st Week – Sunday November 27, 2016 A.D.}



REFERENCE:  Isaiah 61:1-7



Colossians 1:15-20
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 18 He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything. 19 For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, 20 and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven .

♕  all things have been created through Him and for Him
♕  He is also head of the body, the church
♕  He Himself will come to have first place in everything
 †   to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross


Colossians 2:9-14
9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority; 11 and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ; 12 having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, 14 having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 
♕  He is the head over all rule and authority;
 †   having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken
        it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross


Hebrews 2:14-18
14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives. 16 For assuredly He does not give help to angels, but He gives help to the descendant of Abraham. 17 Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted. 
†   since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same
†   He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things
      pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people


Isaiah 53:5-6
†   5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well –

       being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. 6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has
       turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.



2 Corinthians 5:21 (NASB95)

†   21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
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Themes: (prophecy of/fulfillment of the covenantal promises of God, The King of kings)

· HOPE:  Liberation from distress/rescue (shame, grief and despair), inclusion (especially to the Jew and Gentile/Rich and Poor/. . .)

· LONGING:  Dissatisfaction with the present world/age (yet full of gratitude for what one has), strong desire for the better estate/what God holds out to us

· EAGER ANTICIPATION:  Expectant of great change, joy of imminent receipt, sensing the fullness of time, possessing Good News, seeing the harvest
· LOOKING TOWARD THAT DAY:  Belief in the power of God to keep His promises, God the Almighty Creator making all things new, seeing the Lord glorious
· VIGILANT WAITING:  Living as one expectant, watchful, prayerful, obedient/faithful, belief, standing/overcoming


Isaiah 61:1-7
1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good news to the afflicted;  He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to captives and freedom to prisoners;  2 to proclaim the favorable year of the LORD and the day of vengeance of our God; 


To comfort all who mourn, 3 to grant those who mourn in Zion, giving them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting. 


So they will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified. 

4 Then they will rebuild the ancient ruins, they will raise up the former devastations; and they will repair the ruined cities, the desolations of many generations.  5 Strangers will stand and pasture your flocks, and foreigners will be your farmers and your vinedressers.

6 But you will be called the priests of the LORD; you will be spoken of as ministers of our God. 

You will eat the wealth of nations, and in their riches you will boast.  7 Instead of your shame you will have a double portion, and instead of humiliation they will shout for joy over their portion. 

Therefore they will possess a double portion in their land, everlasting joy will be theirs.
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