Pastoral Epistles
Introduction -- Part I
{Sunday, June 10, 2012 A.D.}


1st Timothy, 2nd Timothy & Titus


Early Epistles:
Galatians -- ~50 A.D.






1st & 2nd Thessalonians -- ~50+ A.D.

Major Epistles:

1st & 2nd Corinthians -- ~55-56 A.D.





Romans -- ~56 A.D.

Prison Epistles*:

Philemon, Colossians, Ephesians & Philippians -- ~ 60-62 A.D.
Pastoral Epistles:
1st Timothy & Titus -- ~ 62-64 A.D.





2nd Timothy* -- ~ 64-68 A.D.


Features of the Pastoral Epistles:
· Unlike the other epistles (except for Philemon), the Pastoral Epistles are addressed primarily to Paul’s beloved, discipled, under-shepherds of Christ and sons in the Faith (Timothy-Ephesus & Titus-Crete) and secondarily to the Church.
· Employ the customary format of official government letters to newly installed officers/leaders which review and summarize the prior oral instruction, given to them at the time of their commission.

· They are intended to be both personal and public.
· They define what the official is to do/how he is to do it/how he is to live personally.
· They document the authority which is vested in him and state the one vesting that authority.
· Exhibit pastoral concern for Timothy and Titus and for their respective churches (Ephesus and Crete).
· Written concerning the care of souls and the orderly conduct of God’s people in the Church and in the world.

· All claim Pauline authorship which has been unanimously upheld by the Church for the first eighteen centuries of its existence.

· Contain a positive ethic – serving God is not primarily a matter of not doing bad things, as important as that is.

· Christians have a high call to do good.

· These epistles provide much needed positive advice on what to think on, what to do and how to live.

· While justification by grace through faith, apart from the law, is an essential teaching of God through Paul, these epistles make clear that this doctrine is not teaching that good works (obedience) is unimportant or optional.  Those who love God will keep His commandments.

· The character and integrity of leaders is considered above their responsibilities.

· Even though the environs are unpromising, the Gospel is not just for the cozy, respectable, middle class, suburbia; it is for the most unpromising of people because of the power of God.
· Recent non-compelling advocacy, by liberal scholars, for a much later date and non-Pauline authorship.

· Vocabulary, grammar & style (amanuensis)

· Lack of alignment with the context set in Acts (only three Missionary Journeys recorded)

· Lack of Pauline theology and doctrine (careful examination sees perfect consensus)

· 1st Timothy and Titus written on the “4th Missionary Journey” of Paul and 2nd Timothy written during the 2nd prison confinement (likely the Mamertine Prison), just prior to his execution by beheading in Rome.

· The incredibly high view of Scripture as the inspired word/voice of God and its importance to the Believer/Church.



2 Peter 1:20-21 (NASB95)

20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NASB95)

16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. 

2 Timothy 2:15 (NASB95)

15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth. 
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